
R7HSA Board Roster Updated August 2024

BOARD OFFICERS
Board Chair
PAM LA FRENZ

Seated 03/2020  

Vice Chair
SANDY PATCHEN

Seated 06/2020  

Treasurer
TONYA WEBER

Seated 06/2024 

Secretary 
CHRISTIE FERENCE

Seated 02/2020

Director Representative, IA 
TONYA WEBER
• R7HSA Board Treasurer
New Opportunities Head Start – Director
23751 Highway 30 East
P.O. Box 427
Carroll, IA 51401
Phone: 712-792-9266
Email: tweber@newopp.org

Staff Representative, IA 
SHARON BURKE Seated 08/24
Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation 
305 Montgomery
Decorah, IA 52157
Phone: 563-382-8436
Email: sburke@neicac.org

Parent Representative, IA 
GINA RANDALL Seated 06/22
700 South Street
Plymouth, IA 50464
Phone: 641-420-3083
Email: ginablake1977@gmail.com

Friend Representative, IA 
TOM RENDON Seated 12/20
Iowa Head Start State Collaboration Office (retired)
3704 Adams Avenue
Des Moines, IA  50310
Phone: 515-201-1151
Email: tom.rendon@mediacombb.net 

BOARD MEMBERS

Director Representative, KS 
KIM SILL
• NHSA Director Representative R7
• NHSA Board Secretary Seated 07/21
Olathe Head Start, USD 233 – Director
1700 West Sheridan Street, Olathe, KS 66061
Phone: 913-780-7416   Fax: 913-780-7419
Email: ksillhlc@olatheschools.org

Staff Representative, KS 
CASY ZIEGLER Seated 01/20
Heartland Early Education – Program Coordinator
Phone: 785-309-5008
700 Jupiter Ave, Salina, KS 
Email: casy.ziegler@usd305.com

Friend Representative, KS 
SANDY PATCHEN Seated 01/15 
Constructive Playthings
13201 Arrington Road, Grandview, MO 64030 
Phone: 816-965-2302 | 800-448-5543 x 2216 
Email: spatchen@constructiveplaythings.com 

Parent Representative, KS 
OPEN 

Kansas

Iowa
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BOARD MEMBERS

Missouri
Director Representative, MO 
TAMMIE BENTON
Jefferson-Franklin Community Action Corporation 
Head Start Director
#2 Merchant Drive, P.O. Box 920, Hillsbor, MO 
63050 Phone: 636-789-2686 
Email: tbenton@jcac.org

Staff Representative, MO 
OPEN

Parent Representative, MO 
KALINA SMALLS Seated date pending
MARC Program 
Email: kaylianam@yahoo.com

Friend Representative, MO 
PAM LA FRENZ  
• NHSA Friend Representative R7 Seated 07/21
Missouri Valley Community Action Agency – Director (Retired)
777 S. Ellsworth St., Marshall, MO 65340
Phone: 660-886-9323 (home)  660-631-0365(cell)   
Email: pamlafrenz@sbcglobal.net 

Nebraska
Director Representative, NE 
AUDRA OESTREICH Seated 08/24 
Sarpy County/ESU #3 Head Start 
Director 
6949 S. 110th Street, La Vista, NE 68128 
Phone: 402-339-6592 
Email: aoestreich@esu3.org

Staff Representative, NE 
CHRISTIE FERENCE Seated 12/15
• R7HSA Board Secretary
• NHSA Staff Representative R7 Seated 8/23
Central Nebraska Community Action Partnership
Assistant Director
626 N. Street, P.O. Box 509, Loup City, NE 68853-0509
Phone: 308-745-0780
Email: cference@centralnebraskacap.com

Parent Representative, NE 
JESSICA JOHNSON Seated 08/23
Head Start Child & Development Program, Inc. 
Email: jess.johnson25164@gmail.com

Friend Representative, NE 
DR. PAULA THOMPSON Seated 06/23
Associate Professor
University of Nebraska Kearney College of Education 
1615 W 25th Street, Office # B186
Kearney, NE 68849
Phone: 308-865-8142
Email: thompsonpj@unk.edu
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EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS

CLARENCE SMALL, M.ED 
Regional Program Manager (RPM)
US Dept. of HHS-ACF-OHS
601 E. 12th Street, Kansas City, MO 64106
Phone: 816-426-2290   Fax: 861-426-2228
Email: clarence.small@acf.hhs.gov

DANA MOSES
Region VII Head Start Training/Technical  
Assistance Coordinator
ICF International
601 E. 12th Street, Kansas City, MO 64106
Phone: 816-426-2904 Fax: 816-426-2888
Email: Dana.Moses@icfi.com

Regional Office and Training/Technical Assistance Office

MONICA GARNER 
Iowa Head Start State Collaboration Office
400 E 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319
Phone: 515-336-3281
Email: monica.garner@iowa.gov

KIM KENNEDY 
Kansas Head Start State Collaboration Office
Department for Children and Families – EES Division
555 S. Kansas Ave, 4th Floor, Topeka, KS 66603
Phone: 785-368-6354  Fax: 785-296-0146
Email: Kimberly.Kennedy@ks.gov

STACEY WRIGHT
Missouri Head Start State Collaboration Office
1400 Rock Quarry Road, Columbia, MO 65211-3280
Phone: 573-884-0650     Fax: 573-884-0598
Email: wrightst@missouri.edu

STEPHANIE KNUST
Nebraska Head Start State Collaboration Office
301 Centennial Mall South, P.O. Box 94987 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
Phone: (O) 402-471-2463
Email: Steph.Knust@nebraska.gov

MIKE BAUGHER
Director of Marketing
Phone: 816-550-6388
Email: MikeBaugher@R7HSA.com

Head Start State Collaboration Offices

Region VII Head Start Association

DONNA VEATCH  
Director of Executive Services
Phone: 816-718-2260   
Email: Donna@R7HSA.com    
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APRIL NOE
Executive Assistant
Phone: 660-424-4430
Email: noe6074@earthlink.net



Iowa Head Start Association

President
SHARON BURKE effective 12/23
Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation
305 Montgomery
Decorah, IA 52157
Phone: 563-382-8436
Email: sburke@neicac.org

Executive Director
LORI FERRIS
PO Box 411
Altoona, IA 50009
Phone: 515-371-9128
Email: iowaheadstartassn@gmail.com

Kansas Head Start Association

President
MEGAN COOK
Director of Early Childhood/Head Start
Successful Beginnings Wyandotte County Head Start
USD 500 KCKPS
Email: MEGAN.COOK@kckps.org
Phone: 913-627-4395

Executive Director
HEATHER SCHROTBERGER effective 06/23
832 Pennsylvania Street, Suite 1007
Lawrence KS 66044
Phone: 785-856-3132 Fax: 785-856-3134
Email: hschrotberger@ksheadstart.org

Missouri Head Start Association

President
TAMMIE BENTON
Head Start Director
Jefferson-Franklin Community Action Corporation
#2 Merchant Drive, P.O. Box 920
Hillsboro, MO 63050
Phone: 636-789-2686 x1701 Fax: 636-797-2689
Email:  tbenton@jfcac.org

Director – Executive Services
TINA BERNSKOETTER 
P.O. Box 817, Jefferson City, MO 65109
Office Address:
3337 Emerald Lane, Jefferson City, MO 65109
Phone: 573-884-5078
Email: tina@moheadstart.org

Nebraska Head Start Association

President
NIKI GEMAR
Head Start C&FDP
Hastings, NE
Phone: 402.462.4187 ext. 153
Email: ngemar@hshn.org

Vice President
KRISTI HOHNSTEIN
Educational Service Unit 13
4215 Avenue 1
Scottsbluff, NE 69361
Phone: 308-633-3712
Email: khohnstein@esu13.org

State Head Start Associations
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R7HSA EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS



COMMITTEES

SCHEDULE: TBD

MEMBERS:
Sandy Patchen, Chair 
Christie Ference, Co-chair 
Heather Schrotberger
Pam LaFrenz
Donna Veatch
Mike Baugher

SCHEDULE: Meet no less than one month 
prior to Board meetings (tentative)

MEMBERS:
Pam LaFrenz, Chair
Sandy Patchen, Co-chair
Tonya Weber
Leigh Ann Nelson
Donna Veatch
Mike Baugher
Professional Development Chair
Advocacy & Partnership Chair

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
- Provide oversight of management of the Association

- Review and provide oversight of the annual budget

- �Implement timelines which ensure compliance with requirements regarding
501(c)(3) status

- �Regularly report the financial and operational status of the Association to the
full Board of Directors

- �Ensure the Association is involved in resource development, and research
funding opportunities which align with R7HSA goals

- �Review, support and sign on to NHSA position statements as released

- �Promote Board membership and encourage fully seated state  representation

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
- �Work in conjunction with the Director of Executive Services in planning

professional development opportunities that meet the current needs of the Head
Start/Early Head Start field

- �Monitor event expenses and ensure a profit is generated for all training
initiatives

- ��Explore recommendations/suggestions for new and ongoing leadership/training
opportunities

- �Explore opportunities to offer advocacy related sessions/workshops, voter
registration at R7HSA events

ADVOCACY & PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE
- �Review advocacy materials/information posted on the R7HSA web site and

utilize the website to promote state and regional association activities

- �Assist in the planning and implementation of an Annual Region VII Policy
Summit

- �Provide oversight, promotion and implementation of the annual Region VII
Award/ Scholarship process and assist with the Award Recognition Ceremony

- Identify potential and innovative partnership opportunities

- Annually review the R7HSA partnership prospectus

- �Promote the R7HSA Sand Box magazine as a way to share the Head Start story

SCHEDULE: TBD

MEMBERS:
OPEN, Chair
Pam LaFrenz
Paula Thompson
Tammie Benton
Niki Gemar
Lori Ferris
Jessica Johnson
Dana Moses
Donna Veatch
Mike Baugher

312 SW Greenwich Dr., Ste. 105 • Lee’s Summit, MO 64082
816-718-2260 • Donna@R7HSA.com

R7HSA.com • facebook.com/R7HSA




